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The Ambassador opened the conversation by stating that he had been instructed 
to convey to the Secretary the considered views of his government on the 
Secretary's proposal that there be a Deputy Foreign Ministers Conference to 
discuss the Berlin problem. Although be frequently referred to a Russian N 

language text, he stipulated that the approach was "oral" in nature. He outlined 
the following position* 

As the Secretary already le aware, the Soviet Government is prepared, as 
previously, to explore with the other interested governments all possibilities 

smmm"emm«it^i^?^ * *"? S^n^ Q ?^- "■"■■». ** Sov^ QoTern- 
TT-JSy^L!?!! t0 the WopoUl tat a Deputy Foreign Minister. Conference since 
it would give the appearance of negotiations which, in fact, would have ne real 

2ST«?^S:!i ^IT*' i h€P# ■«»•■■■• P^«" •» w-olving the key 
issue of withdrawing western forces iron west Berlin and tcrnlna'*lng the occupa- 
tion reglne there j a Deputy Foreign Ministers Conference is likelyto delay 
settlement. Secretary Rusk himself at Geneve had counted toForeign IttSster 

•tS^i.iS. 1- J?*! If !lSi ,it V* 1 ! • **** Por#1 « B Minirter. Conference 
would discuss. The desirability of ending the international arms race and 

•ffiff J!" -1 ;™ "»** ■***••* **w»ds , «rewing a line under world Warn^and 
liquidatin g the occupation regime in west Berlin. For lis part, the Soviet 

Khrushchev himself has made a member of compromise nreeosalst • a th« **<>«>* 
on. that eerUin m fore., be imtrodu^lnUwes? Srl^^ortane&J! £ 
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•— ••••... 1 . •. ••• ••••• 1 






••• • ••• • ^*2«** .«* r i 

Government in a position of settling the West Berlin problem in the ab <»ance 
of "our allies'* who participated in World War II against Nazi Germany. This 
faces the USSR with the necessity to sign a peace treaty with the GDR. The 
Soviet Government feels it cannot remain inactive on the West 3erlin problem 
because those who oppose an improvement in the International climate have 
been talcing advantage of the p'->sence of an agreement, as witness recent 
developments in West Berlin. 

The Secretary stated that, first, he would like to correct an apparent 
misunderstanding. When discussing the possibility of a Deputy Foreign 
Ministers Conference in Geneva with Foreign Minister Gromyko, he did not 
state that he did not know what such a Conference would discuss. On the 
contrary, he had discussed this subject with specific reference to the state- 
ment of General Principles previously given to tne Foreign Minister and had 
pointed out to the Foreign Minister that the General Principles indicated 
the line along which the U.S. thought Conference discussion rairht go. 
However, Soviet views thereon were desired and requested. The Secretary then 
expressed a hope that the Soviet Government will give further thought to 
steps which the four Commandants in Berlin mi-ht take to alleviate local 
tension. In this context, the Secretary alluded to recent press reports of 
incidents along the 3erlin wall occasioned by strong emotions accompanying 
the anniversary of the building of the wall. Ambassador Dobrynin commented 
that the views of his Government on the situation in West Berlin along the 
wall were conveyed in his Government's most recent note and he had seen 
nothing out brief press reports -*f subsequent developments. 

After referring oriefly in a commendatory vein to the progress of the 
Soviet Union's two men in space, the Secretary reverted to the subject of 
Berlin and said that he regretted the Soviet Government had not reacted 
favorably to the proposal for a Deputy Foreign Ministers Conference. The 
proposal was not intended to be a means to delay agreement but was advanced 
in a sincere belief that, if acted upon, it would constitute a positive step. 
He assured the Ambassador that the Soviet Government's views, as conveyed 
by the Ambassador, would be given careful study. 



NOTE: ^Subsequent to the conversation reported above, Mr. Anderson 
obtained from Counselor Kornienko, on a personal and informal basis, a 
copy of the Russian language text from which Ambassador Dobrynin had read 
during his interview with the Secretary. An informal translation of the 
Russian text is attached. 



SECRET - ETSS CMU 



NOOIS REVIEW 

(g*1 ■ *.- Cop. in remove* 

tmn»4wrMteQ^A0nC 
Cat B • Tratwdensd to CVFAORO 

oontfoMod by 8/8 
Cat - Caption and eurtody 
ntainadby&V 




I JH1.I •document consist* of 3jpftges 
Jfo.tjC of peoples Seriss A. 



CRAL STATBtarr MADE HI AMBASSADOR DOBRIMH TO 
WE 5KSCTA5T, A0OT5T 13. 195? 

(Unofficial translation) 



The SoTlat Government is naturally prsparad, as before, to 
explore all avanuee loading to s rapprochement of the positions of 
this two sidos and to s solution of the problan of s paaceful German 
aettlement and the normalisation of the situation in Vest Berlin, 
It cannot, hasj o ior, agree to transmit this question to the Deputy 
Foreign Ministers, i.e., to the creation, in effect, of the appear- 
ance of negotiations without any real chance of success* 

The German problem is in the center of the attention of the 
U.S. and Soviet Governments, but the exchange of opinions between 
them has not yet produced any possibility of overcoming the basic 
divergencies in the news of the ftm/ powers. Nor has any progress 
been achieved on the main point - the withdrawal of occupation forces 
from West Berlin and the liquidation of the occupation regime there - 
in talks between the Soviet and Anerlean Minister a of Foreign Affairs, 
what basis, therefore, exists for anticipating positive results fro* 
a conference of Deputy Ministers? It is more logical to assume that 
suoh a step would mean only the artificial deferral of a solution to 
the question of a German peace treaty* There cannot be two opinions 
about this mattar. And even D. Rusk, the U.S. Secretary of State 
himself, in conversation with Minister of Foreign Affaire Qromyko 
in Geneva, noted that he could not very well visualise what the Deputy 
Ministers would discuss, as long as there was no agreement on the 
decisive point - the withdrawal of occupation troopa from West Berlin. 

Transferring the question of a peeceful German settlement and 
the normalisation of the situation in Vest Berlin to the Deputy 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs could under present circumstances be 
interpreted only ss evidence of a lack of desire to resolve this 
urgent international problem* And it really is urgent, for to delay 
its solution would mean Increasing intentionally the dangers contained 
in the present extremely abnormal atmosphere, which has been produced 
by the absence) of a German peaoe treaty, and to complicate in the 
future the solution of these problems of vital importance for many 
ststes* 
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The interests of reducing tension, of stopping the mu race, 
and the task of normalising relatlona among ell states insistently 
demand cloelng the books on the Second World War, liquidation of 
the occupation regime in Vest Berlin, with the withdrawal of occupa- 
tion troops therefrom, and assuring the necessary respect for the 
sovereignty of states. The Soviet Government has exerted no little 
effort to find a eolution on an agreed basis to these problems. The 
head of the Soviet Government, H.S. Khrushchev, in the exchange of 
opinions with President J. Kennedy, and the USSR Minister of Foreign 
Affairs In the course of numerous meetings with the Secretary of State, 
have made to the American side a number of concrete proposals which 
moved in the direction of the Western Powers. The Soviet Union has 
proposed several different ways to achieve agreement on the question 
of the troops of the three Powers in West Berlin. In particular, the 
latest Soviet proposal envisages that in the free city of West Berlin 
JK? T" 8 " 1 b * d*? 10 ** 1 f © r * certain period under the flag of the UN 
limited contingents of troops of the three Powers, as well as a certain 
number of troops from other states which are members of the UN. 

Judging by all the facts, the U.S. Government is not interested 
*Li? e P" 8 *"* time in finding a mutually acceptable solution to the 
y?lrT£ coanecte f *"» • peaceful German settlement. It is obvious 

^^on^^S^J 1 ** 18 th * ***** State » t0 «**" businesslike 
discussion of the Soviet proposals and to refrain from coming forward 
with its own suggestions which would take the interests of both sides 
So I2HL ft^!?* 17 J* i" ***** thi » "—work that on. «us? 
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>ent If*t£!I i SSK? 08it i°?u i l pU8hi 2 g the SoTiet Union *>nrd a settle- 
mS^JfaHlViJ^^T* ^tort our *«■« Allies in the war against 
K^-S^Rii Tld i P° Bltion *» •»•* confronts the SociaSstand 
2?! r *E!*^!: l0Tlj, « 8t * t#8 with the n«c««eity of signing a peacctreatv 
^liJLPL"'?** 1 "* *•"•**■• «» quwtioJ of VestBar Ji£ £ VfS? 
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Ih order that there should be complete clarity here the Smh«+ 

«E7S£i£l^' "fSK - " "^••••STto 7 ^iJlefl?^ 

this opportunity to make mention once again of its position on the 
question of a peaceful German settlementand the icSlu«ati« of the 

fact that the lack of settlement of post-war problems is being utilised 

by the 



by the adversaria* of an laproveneat In the international ataosphere, 
each as haa been taking plaes for exaaple in recent days in Vfcet 
Berlin to the detrlaent of the eaua* of peace and the security of 
nationa* 
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